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Online Consent Form

Purpose of the Study:

This is a research study that is being conducted by Dr. Larry Chu, Associate Professor of Anesthesia at Stanford University, Stanford, California. The purpose of this study is to examine the efficacy of an online learning program to prepare anesthesia trainees for competency to take the ABA written basic examination.

What will be done:

You will complete coursework in a 10-month online course and complete course assessments periodically to inform the research team of your experience in taking this online course. START will require approximately one hour per month, including quizes, podcasts, lectures, and assessment surveys.

Benefits of this Study

You will be contributing to knowledge about how online learning can be used to help interns prepare for anesthesia residency. After we have finished data collection, we will provide you with a summary of our research findings. We cannot and do not guarantee or promise that you will receive any benefits from this study. You will not be paid for participating in this study.

Risks or discomforts:

No risks or discomforts are anticipated from taking part in this study. If you feel uncomfortable with a particular question or course assignment, you can skip that question or assignment or withdraw from the study altogether. If you decide to withdraw at any time before you have finished the course, your course data may be partially recorded. A decision to withdraw from the study will not affect your grade or academic standing. There is no cost to you for participating in this study.

Confidentiality:

Your performance in this online course and feedback in course assessments will be kept completely confidential to those outside of the research group.  Only the researchers will see your individual survey responses. All study information will be stored electronically on a Stanford University encrypted web server. We may share your course data with your home institution; however, we will share your performance in this course only in the context of an average performance for your institutional site so that no individual student may be identified.


We may use quotations from your survey for professional presentations and publications, however your identity and those of others you may reference in your quotation will remain private.

Decision to quit at any time:

Your participation is voluntary; you are free to withdraw your participation from this study at any time. If you do not want to continue, you may simply stop using the course website. We ask that, as a courtesy, you inform the research staff so we can ask you to complete a course evaluation to understand why you decided to withdraw from the study. A decision to withdraw from the study will not affect your grade or academic standing.

How the findings will be used:

The results of the study will be used for scholarly purposes only. The results from the study will be presented in educational settings and at professional conferences, and the results might be published in a professional journal. 

Contact Information:

Questions, Concerns or Complaints: If you have any questions, concerns or complaints about this research study, its procedures, risks and benefits, or alternative courses of treatment, you should ask the Protocol Director (Dr. Larry Chu, Associate Professor of Anesthesia at Stanford University, Stanford, California). You may contact him/her now or later at (650) 723-6632.

Independent Contract: If you are not satisfied with how this study is being conducted, or if you have any concerns, complaints, or general questions about the research or your rights as a participant, please contact the Stanford Institutional Review Board (IRB) to speak to someone independent of the research team at (650) 723-5244 or toll free at 1-866-680-2906. You can also write to the Stanford IRB, Stanford University, MC 5579, Palo Alto, CA 94304.

By beginning the course, you acknowledge that you have read this information and agree to participate in this research with the knowledge that you are free to withdraw your participation at any time without penalty. You are free to print out a copy of this consent form for your records.
